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ABSTRACT 

Data obtained in 1956 on 629 households in 12 
counties of the Arkansas Ozarks, matched and augmented by 1970 data 
on 313 households that covered half of the sample open-country 
segments used in the original study, form the basis of this study, 
objectives of the study were to develop a statistical profile of tne 
socioeconomic characteristics of the 1970 sample; to identify changes 
in the socioeconomic status of households since 1956; and to 
determine how those families remaining in the area have adjusted to 
changing economic opportunities in the community. Changes in 
socioeconomic characteristics of households and individuals are 
examined in the following areas: households and people in the 

open-country, occupational characteristics of the sample households , 
household and personal incomes, and Ozark farms and farming _ 

activities. The socioeconomic status of the households left behind is 
examined in terms of socioeconomic adjustment, employability 
attributes, and potential for progress. A list of 7 favorable aspects 
in economic readjustment is also presented. (PS) 
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The United States has experienced a long history of popula- 
tion redistribution. From early colonial times, through successive 
waves of westward expansion, to the recent rural-urban move- 
ment, Americans have been a mobile people. The migration from 
rural to urban areas has contributed enormously to industrial 
growth while drawing off surplus agricultural population. Yet, 
over the past 40 years, patterns of growth and levels of socio- 
economic adjustment have varied considerably for different geo- 
graphical areas of the nation, 2 

Accelerating mobility is a characteristic of modern society 
that reflects the dynamic and continuous nature of competition 
for advantage in a market-organized economy. Migration is con- 
sidered an adjustment process that contributes to equalization of 
regional income levels, as well as relative growth achievement 
within a region. Yet rural poverty areas remain, characterized 
by high rates of out-migration and low incomes, while the cities 
begin to experience increasingly overcrowded conditions of pov- 
erty. The probable effects of the expected continuation of this 
historical pattern was the subject of a statement by Professor 
Dale Hathaway at the 1968 National Manpower Conference, in 
which he concluded; “Unless the cities and rural areas can find 
a policy under which they can all pull together, it seems likely 
to me that both may be pulled to pieces by social forces which 
neither can control alone,” 3 



1 Formerly instructor. University of Arkansas; now ^ssist^t dean and asst, pro- 
fessor of administration. School of Administration, Umv. of Missourx-Kans&s City, 
s H, 5. Pevloff and others, Regions, Resources, and Economic Growth, Johns 
Hopkins Press, Baltimore, 1060. 

n U. S. Congress. Senate Committee on Government Operations, 

Government Research, ''The Rural to Urban Population Shift, A National Frobl m ( 
Conf., 90th Cong,, 2nd Sess., U, S, Govt. Printing Office, p, 11, 1968. 
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